Broad Outline of Christian Evidence

1. Arguments for God

a. Cosmological

b. Teleological
c. Moral

d. Ontological
e. Historical
2. Prophecy
a. 45 prophecies of Jesus written hundreds of years prior
b. List of 361 prophecies of Jesus
c. Hundreds of fulfilled prophecies in Old Testament
3. Historicity of Jesus (Outside the New Testament)
a. Jesus was condemned to the cross under Pontius Pilate - Josephus, Jewish
Historian Antiquities 18, chapter 3
b. Tacitus, Roman Historian Annals 15.44
c. Lucian of Samsota, Greek Satirist, The Works of Lucian, Vol. IV “The Death of
Peregrin” (scroll down to 11)
d. Mara Bar-Serapion, Syrian prisoner, A Letter of Mara, Son of Serapion (scroll
down to just after footnote 19)
e. The Jewish Talmud, Jewish oral tradition and commentary on the Law
f. Pliny the Younger, Greek critic of Christianity
g. Celsus, Greek critic of Christianity
4. The Resurrection of Jesus (also see this lecture)
Jesus died via Roman crucifixion
The empty tomb
Roman seal and guard at the tomb
The appearances to over 500 people
The disciples were convinced of a bodily resurrection, resulting in multiple
conversions from doubters. They talked with, ate with, and touched Jesus.
5. Historical Reliability of the New Testament
a. External evidence
i. See historicity of Jesus, archeology, and resurrection of Jesus
ii. Corroborated by descriptions of Roman cities, geography, politics, Jewish
Palestinian milieu, etc.
b. Internal Evidence
i. Criterion of multiple attestation
ii. Criterion of embarrassment
iii. Criterion of dissimilarity
iv. Criterion of coherence
c. Bibliographical Evidence
d. References by historical and NT scholars
i. Craig Blomberg Lecture and Book
ii. F.F.Bruce The New Testament Documents: Are They Reliable?
iii. Gary Habermas Why I Believe the NT is Historically Reliable
6. Archeology
First Temple (Solomon’s Temple)
Second Temple
Walls of Jericho
Tel Dan Stele
Many Israelite cities exactly where and how the Bible described them
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https://media.thegospelcoalition.org/ee/articles/Craig_Atheism.pdf
http://www.leaderu.com/offices/billcraig/docs/craig-smith1.html
http://www.reasonsforgod.org/the-best-reasons/teleological-argument/
https://www.reasonablefaith.org/moral/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/ontological-arguments/
https://gospeldemands.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/oldtestamentmessianicprophecies.pdf
https://digitalcommons.liberty.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1001&context=sod_fac_pubs
http://www.ccel.org/j/josephus/works/ant-18.htm
http://www.chieftainsys.freeserve.co.uk/tacitus_annals15.htm
http://www.sacred-texts.com/cla/luc/wl4/wl420.htm
http://www.sacred-texts.com/cla/luc/wl4/wl420.htm
http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/text/mara.html
http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/text/mara.html
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/267373836_The_Case_for_Christ'_s_Resurrection
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ay_Db4RwZ_M
https://www.josh.org/wp-content/uploads/Bibliographical-Test-Update-08.13.14.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fGVljZTzaeU
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0830828079?ie=UTF8&ref_=sr_1_1&s=books&qid=1260355674&sr=8-1&linkCode=shr&camp=213733&creative=393181&tag=apologetics31-20
http://minnehahachurch.org/Library/06Writing/NTDocuments-Reliable-Bruce.pdf
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/Why%20I%20Believe%20the%20New%20Testament%20is%20Historically%20Reliable(1).pdf

“““““““““ > Gospel Summary: perfection = sin = separation = Savior = surrender = reunion
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Romans 3:23 Romans 10:10

Additional verses:

John 3:16, 14:6
th Romans 5:8

Ephesians 2:8-9
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